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I.C.E, I.C.E. Baby

College Republicans “party” for law enforcement
BY PETER O’CAIN

Senior Reporter

Thirty protesters filed into the CWU
College Republicans’ ICE, ICE BABY
party moments after it officially started
Tuesday in the SURC. Some covered
their mouths with duct tape. Some held
signs. All were silent.
The College Republicans threw the
party as a show of support for law enforcement, particularly Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE).
“In this community specifically, we feel
law enforcement is being demonized for
risking their lives,” said CWU College Republicans President Kelly Jensen.
The protesters, many of whom are actively involved in the Diversity Education
Center, were upset by the insensitivity of
the party’s theme and its proximity to recent ICE raids. Certain comment threads
found on the CWU College Republicans’
Facebook page also offended them.
The comments in question were in response to Jensen’s request for game ideas
for the party. Game suggestions included
“take the baby from the parents,” “Seal
the Border Monopoly,” and the inclusion
of a piñata.
Jensen stressed that members of the
College Republicans did not make the offensive comments.
“Regardless of who started it, it was
perpetuated,” said Jess Lindquist, a protester and senior sociology major. “We’re

not placing blame, we’re standing against
those comments on Facebook.”
Lindquist said that she and other protesters are still upset and hurt by the ICE
raids and that the Facebook comments
cause their wounds to deepen.
“We’re not celebrating the raids, we’re
celebrating law enforcement,” Jensen
said. “We have a different point of view
from what other organizations have.”
The protesters sat against the back
wall as the dozen or so College Republicans mingled with each other and held
a Whack-A-Crat tournament. WhackA-Crat is a game that involves tossing a
ping-pong ball into a hoop. There were
five small hoops attached to a large, cardboard backboard; each hoop had a political figure above it. Making a shot in the
Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton, Patty
Murray or Christine Gregoire hoops were
worth one point. The Democrat Party
logo hoop was worth two points. The
protesters watched with contemptuous
looks on their faces.
Outside the party, two University Police officers monitored the gathering and
approximately 20 people lingered outside
the door. Marian Lien, interim director
of the Diversity Education Center, delivered 16 pizzas to the party on behalf of
Student Life. ASCWU BOD President
Gabriel Munoz was on hand to observe
the scene.
“I’m excited and proud that we have
two groups of people gathered and ex-

pressing their views in a safe environment,” Munoz said.
The College Republicans, most notably Jensen, reached out to the protesters
several times throughout the three hour
party, hoping to engage them in a civilized
discussion. The protesters never broke
their silence.
“It’s too close to too many people on
both sides. It’s not the right time. People
are still recovering,” Lindquist said. “The
whole point is to be non-confrontational
and you can’t do that when politics are
involved.”
Multiple College Republicans even offered the protesters slices of the Dominos
pizza they were eating. The protesters
declined the Dominos and instead ate the
pizzas brought by Lien.
Forty-five minutes into the party Jensen
thanked everyone in the room for coming
and gathered the College Republicans in
the center of the room for a group photo,
with the protesters behind them.
“Say ‘respect for opinions different
than your own,’” said Mathew Manweller, political science assistant professor,
who took the photograph.
As Manweller took the photograph,
two female protesters stood up and flashed
smiles and peace signs.
Jensen said she feels it is important that
people know that the College Republicans
are not racist and the ICE, ICE BABY
party is not in celebration of the ICE
raids. But she does feel her advertising of

KATHARINE LOTZE

SILENT TREATMENT Hanna
O’Donnell, junior special education major, joined the protest against the College
Republican’s support of the ICE raids in
Ellensburg in January.

the party was in poor taste.
“I think my advertising was offensive,
but I did it to increase attendance,” Jensen
said. “I went for the pun-iest thing I could
think of. Clearly it worked.”
Jensen said she was excited by the attention paid to the party and she plans to
organize a debate between the College
Republicans, the College Democrats and
the Young Americans in the near future.
Jensen said she hopes the debate will take
place before the end of winter quarter.

The spark that started the Arab revolution
Central alumni shares her experiences as an eyewitness to the Tunisia revolution
BY NICHOLE WILLIAMSON

Staff Reporter

When Bethany Vierra, a recent Central graduate, decided to teach English in
Tunisia for a year, she had no idea that
she would find herself in the middle of a
revolution that would spark political upheaval throughout the region.
Vierra graduated in 2009 with a degree in sociology. She was in Tunisia to
teach English and American culture classes and to help students find scholarships
to study in the United States. She gave a
presentation last Wednesday on her eyewitness account Tunisia.
Tunisia is a small country roughly
the size of Georgia and is located on the
Mediterranean Sea in North Africa. A
French colony until 1956, the official language is Arabic and French is studied in
school.
“It’s a very revolutionary nation,” Vierra said.
Tunisia is the first Arab country to establish a constitution, legalize abortion,
give women divorce rights, abolish polygamy and remove their dictator without
the aid of a foreign nation.
Former President Zine El Abidine Ben
Ali married a general’s daughter then divorced her to marry Leïla Trabelsi, whose
family later gained control of the majority of the Tunisian economy, including
banks, airlines and television stations.
“This is the control of the entire economy, in some way you would have to pay
this family,” Vierra said. “The corruption
is absolutely rampant.”
While the country struggled with poverty, with over 40 percent living on less
than $160 a month, Ben Ali was valued at
over $5 billion U.S. His face was plastered
on buildings, inside shops and on the sides
of buses. The censorship level in Tunisia
was very high; everything was monitored

NICHOLE WILLIAMSON

CAUGHT IN THE CHAOS After witnessing the Tunisian revolution, Bethany
Vierra, a recent central graduate, shared her first hand encounters with students.

and sites like Wikipedia and YouTube
were blocked.
“You go to jail, you’re tortured, it’s serious business,” Vierra said.
Despite being at “the boiling point” no
one did anything, then one day Mohamed
Bouazizi lit himself on fire in front of the
police station in protest.
“Mohamed Bouazizi is a legend and a
hero and deservers our respect, seriously,
all of us,” Vierra said.
Earlier that day Bouazizi was assaulted
by a female police officer for not having a
permit to sell vegetables on the street.
While the government tried to play
the incident off as an act of drunkenness,
but the people knew better. The incident
didn’t kill Bouazizi instantly, he remained
in the hospital until his death on Jan. 4.
“It was the first time when this fear
factor was broken because these peoples
rights were violated to the point they
couldn’t stand it anymore,” Vierra said.
A few days later a man electrocuted

himself on a power pole, after that another man lit himself on fire.
“People just started committing suicide
in this country in the middle of the streets
and people started protesting.”
In January, the protests in the south finally reached the capital. Vierra remembered her class being interrupted and being told that everyone needed to go home.
“As we were going home there were
people burning things on fire and just
some strange things happening. There
was police presence everywhere,” Vierra
said. “It happened as fast as you can snap
your fingers.”
Militia hired by Ben Ali looted shops,
assaulted individuals and hijacked ambulances to commit drive by shootings.
“You think an ambulance is driving by
and all of a sudden it’s trying to kill you,”
Vierra said.
The people responded by burning
down buildings owned by Ben Ali’s family and stealing money that they felt be-

longed to them.
Vierra’s co-worker was shot through
the thigh on the way home from work
while walking around a group of peaceful
protesters.
“It was just police shooting at people
trying to control this up rising,” Vierra
said.
Facebook was a huge factor in the
revolution. It brought people together
and allowed the revolution to progress
as quickly as it did. People posted status
updates that told Ben Ali to “get out” as
well as statements offering support and
encouragement. It was where people got
the news.
“The world is becoming increasingly
connected,” said Connie Robinson, sociology lecturer. “Many students don’t realize the impact protests across the world
have on a local level, protests in Libya can
cause high gas prices here for example.”
Ben Ali left office on Jan. 14, the same
day people began climbing buildings and
tearing down his photograph.
Vierra watched as cars stopped in front
of the military to give them gifts of warm
food and hot coffee. The military took the
people’s side and protected them throughout the revolution.
Ben Ali is rumored dead after a stroke
but it remains unconfirmed.
“The Arab world is going crazy, alright, people are finally starting to say
what they believe, they are finally starting
to demand changes,” Vierra said.
Vierra is determined to see more of
the world and boarded a plane last Friday
to Saudi Arabia where she plans to teach
for a year.
“A lot of people see Arab countries in
an oppressive way, it was great that she
was there to show that it was different,”
said Samantha Jackle, junior sociology
major.
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A story of tribulation turned into triumph
Veteran and paralympic medalist, John Register inspires Central students

BY WESTON MORROW

Staff Reporter

Have you inspired anyone today? John
Register has.
Register has lived a life full of triumph
and tragedy. He was a three time AllAmerican in track and field. He served in
the Army during Desert Storm and Desert Shield and won nine gold medals in
Armed Service Competition.
He qualified for the Olympic trials two
times, in 1988 and 1992.
Tragedy struck however, in 1994.
While training for the Olympics, Register
took a faulty leap over a hurdle and his
whole life came crashing down around
him.
“He was injured. He was laying over
here this way and his body was twisted this
way, but in the midst of that he screamed
out, ‘Hallelujah’,” said Adam Haizlip,
E.M.P.I.R.E. program coordinator.
Register hyper-extended his knee when
he fell, severing the popliteal artery. Gangrene set in and Register was faced with
a choice — he could keep his leg and be
confined to a wheelchair, or he could amputate the useless limb and get a prosthe-

sis. He chose amputation.
Register said you have two ways you
can handle adversity: “You can quit or be
resilient.”
After his accident and amputation,
Register struggled with his identity.
“Who was I now that I had this one
leg?” Register said.
While in the hospital recovering from
his surgery, he was watching his son swing
and his fear got the better of him.
“Am I still a husband to my wife? Am
I still a father to my son?” Register wondered as he sat in his wheelchair, unable to
push his son on the swings.
He began crying and his wife turned
to him and said, “You know what John,
we are going to get through this together.”
In that moment, he knew that he could
conquer his emotional turmoil and be
both a loving father and a husband.
Only 18 months into his rehabilitation,
Register qualified for the 1996 Paralympic Games as a swimmer in the 4x400
Meter-medley relay.
John attended the 2000 Paralympics in
Sydney, Australia, competing in the 100
m and 200 m dashes as well as the long
jump.

A mom and a student
Non-trad student excels with help of campus resources

Staff Reporter

LISA FIELDS

has helped her with many different programs and services. One of the services
the CSE offers her is the Early Childhood
Learning Center. This allows her to have
affordable and convenient child care for
her 2-year-old son on campus.
“Being a nontraditional student has
definitely been hard. There are times
where I wanted to quit, but I am doing
this for my children,” Fields said. “My
older ones are beginning to understand
the importance of education. I want to be
a good example for them and show them
that you can’t just quit when things get
hard.”
Fields has done more then just hang
in there; she has excelled and has shown
great leadership through her job as a program director. Last year she was awarded
the Outstanding Student Programmer
award by Central’s Center of Excellence
and Leadership.
“Lisa is a hard worker, a real go getter. Give her a mission and she will make
sure it gets done from beginning to end.
You don’t always get that from people,”
said Michelle Cyrus, assistant director for
nontraditional student programs.

RACHEL PARISH

INSPIRATION John Register, Paralympics silver medalist and Gulf Veteran
came to CWU for Black History Month,
sharing experiences.

Tuition protest

BY WESTON MORROW

Staff Reporter

BY JEREMY NGUYEN

Being a full-time student can be stressful to manage sometimes. The pressures
of getting good grades and planning for
a future career can be overwhelming. Can
you imagine being over 25, married with
kids and being a full-time student? For
Lisa Fields and thousands of other nontraditional students at Central this is reality.
According to the U.S. Department of
Education, the fastest growing population
of college students are 25 and over and
are working and/or supporting a family. Fields is married and has three young
boys ages 8, 6 and 2-years-old. She had
her first child when she was 21 and took
five years off from her education.
“After my kids got a little older I realized that pursuing a higher education was
important,” Fields said.
In spring 2007, Fields enrolled at Central and began pursuing a pre-nursing
degree.
“My first quarter at Central I went to
school and then went straight home to my
kids,” Fields said. “I did not use the helpful resources offered here and it was very
tough juggling the different responsibilities.”
At that time, Fields did not take advantage of resources such as the Center for
Student Empowerment (CSE) located on
the second floor of the SURC. The CSE
focuses on the overall development of
nontraditional students through different
programs and services.
“I feel most nontraditional students
feel like they are the only ones out there
and that they must do it all by themselves,
but there are people here that can point
you to the right resources or know somebody who can,” Fields said. “Twenty-two
percent of Central students are nontraditional. That makes up around 1,900 students and it’s important that we let them
know we are here.”
Fields is now in her junior year and is
working part time as a program director
for the CSE. Her day is filled with work,
studying and family responsibilities. CSE

Register stood on the long jump runway at the 2000 games preparing to jump.
“I had six jumps to see who was going
to be the best in the world. This was a culmination of my whole entire life,” Register
said. “I finished up in second place, and
I’m on the medal podium … I’m thinking
about all those people who helped get me
to this one moment in time.”
Register then went on to recite the
poem “If ” by Rudyard Kipling, which
teaches many of the same lessons Register shares.
Register has had many hurdles to overcome in his life, but he said losing his leg
wasn’t the hardest.
The hardest was “being cut from my
high school [baseball] team before I even
tried out.” Register said. “The coach said,
‘you’re not going to make the team. I’m
not going to pick you.’ Even though I batted over .800 and stole every single base
more than two times, including home
plate.”
Despite every obstacle in his life, Register has managed to pick himself up from
disaster and continue on with passion.

Weather, poor publicity lead to low
turnout for a tuition protest on Tuesday.
Armed with a megaphone and petition
sheets, three Central students took to the
west SURC patio on Tuesday to protest
cuts to University funding.
Rebekah Schoonover, ASCWU BOD
VP for legislative affairs, led what was
scheduled to be a student march from
the SURC through downtown, eventually
ending at the Rotary Pavilion.
The protest was changed at the last
minute, though.
The Central chapter of the Washington Student Association (WSA) was unable to drum up much publicity for the
event.
“We had Facebook blasts,” Schoonover
said. “That was about it due to some internal issues. We’ve had some staffing issues that are being dealt with right now.”
A number of students stopped quickly
to sign the petitions but were quickly on

their way again. The protest lacked student and faculty participation and had
trouble getting the full attention of passing students. The snowy weather certainly
didn’t help their cause either.
“At this point I’m kind of depressed.
I’m really disappointed. I hate snow,”
Schoonover said.
The WSA declared Tuesday a day of
action for students around the state.
The purpose of the protest was to stop
proposed cuts of $620 to $800 million to
higher education funding.
Public universities in Washington
can raise tuition by as much as 14 percent to help cover budget cuts. This year,
Schoonover said, the most consistent
number they’re hearing is nine percent,
but it could be as high as 27.
Reporters from Yakima, such as
KNDO, made appearances to see the
rally. The press outnumbered the protesters, perhaps causing the worry that higher
education has been left out in the cold, not
only by the state, but by its own supporters
— the students and faculty.

New monthly forum
BY HAYDEN RAPP

Staff Reporter

President James Gaudino hosted the
first monthly video web forum on Monday. Gaudino created the forum to discuss
issues regarding the university and also to
allow students and faculty to express their
comments or suggestions.
Gaudino focused on Central’s current
financial situation as well as how these issues are being dealt with on the state level.
“What we do know, is our state is in serious financial difficulty,” Gaudino said.
“I would anticipate not having a budget
bill until late March or early April.”
Gaudino expressed his concern about
not knowing if and when these cuts will
happen and the potential effect they will
have.
“The amount of those cuts, it’s just too
early to tell,” Gaudino said. “I predict we
will have a budget built to react to by early
April.”

Gaudino made it a point to reassure
the students and faculty of the university’s
financial security.
“The budget problems create a sense
that things aren’t going that well,” Gaudino said. “The truth is things are going absolutely fantastic at the operational level.
Central Washington University has been,
and remains, an outstanding university.”
The broadcast concluded with Gaudino answering questions and commenting
on financial suggestions given by students
and faculty. Some of the suggestions to
save money include eliminating the group
credits, differential tuition and to move
from quarters to semesters.
Switching from quarters to semesters
“is a way of saving money in the long
term, but in the short term, it costs a great
deal of money to make that change, and
an unbelievable amount of work,” Gaudino said. “But this is something we will
continue to study.”
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Writing Center funds denied

Department services and student jobs at risk
Senior Reporter

The Services and Activities (S&A)
Committee rejected the University Writing Center’s request for $199,236 of base
funding. This leaves the Writing Center
with $61,000 of state provided funds for
2011-2012, as opposed to $186,044 in
state and S&A provided funds during
2010-2011.
Chris Goehner, ASCWU BOD executive vice president, voted against the request because he said he believes it to be
an academic issue — which places the obligation on the university — not a student
life issue.
“It tells the university that the students
aren’t pushovers,” Goehner said. “It holds
the school responsible if they want us to do
well in academics. Just because the state
cut [university funding] it doesn’t mean
the students are going to feel the pinch.”
Included in the Writing Center’s request was $129,938 for student payroll,
$45,045 for hourly/temporary payroll,
$9,303 for employee beneﬁts, $6,500 for
goods and services, $7,000 for travel and
$1,450 for equipment. If the S&A Committee had approved their request, the
Writing Center would have had $260,236
in combined funding.
During 2009-2010, writing consultants
performed 4,797 one-on-one consulta-tions across all Central campuses. Thirtydﬁve percent of those consultations were
-with non-native speakers. During midy
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terms and ﬁnals, the Ellensburg campus Goehner said.
Writing Center had to turn away 487 stuPellett recognizes Goehner’s perspecdents.
tive but believes it to be a way of thinking
Melinda Miracle, sophomore graphic that is not suitable for Central’s current
design major, has been using the Writing budget.
Center since her ﬁrst quarter at Central.
“We’re in a new world and we’re going
“Regardless of my English class expe- to have to really team together, students
riences, I still don’t have
and
administration,
the skills I need to write
about how we’re funding
an ‘A’ paper,” Miracle
If students can’t and what we’re funding
said. “It ﬁlls the gaps
where we’re funding
be successful because and
that high school and colit from,” Pellett said.
they don’t have a
lege don’t ﬁll.”
Pellett pointed out
Miracle credits the writing center, it’s the that the S&A Committee
Writing Center with sav- university’s fault.
has a history of funding
ing her grade in English
activities that he believes
102.
to be less pressing than
CHRIS GOEHNER
“I felt I was doing evthat of the Writing CenASCWU BOD executive VP
erything the teacher said,
ter.
but I was still getting
“I ﬁnd it hard, from
failing grades,” Miracle said. “They’ve a priority standpoint, that in the very
helped me with everything from ideas to same meeting they declined the Writawkward sentences.”
ing Center, but then they provide tickets
Tracy Pellett, associate vice president for basketball,” Pellett said, referring to
for undergraduate studies, disagrees with the committee’s approval of the Athletic
Goehner’s belief that the S&A Committee Department’s request for S&A to purshouldn’t help fund the Writing Center.
chase $26,800 in tickets for the upcoming
“I think [S&A] should support a wider GNAC NCAA basketball tournament.
breadth of area than it has supported in
“It’s understandable for them to want
the past,” Pellett said. “Primarily because the money to go to something more tangiof the need, a campus-wide need for it to ble and something more long lasting than
do so.”
the gratiﬁcation of a basketball game,”
However, Goehner points out that the Goehner said. “But at the same time,
university is supposed to fund the Writing that’s not the purpose of the committee.”
Center.
Goehner believes it would be unfair to
“The Writing Center self-admitted that the students paying into this S&A fund to
the university was supposed to fund it,” that money taken away from them and use

“

“

BY PETER OʼCAIN

it for the Writing Center.
“This is a fund for activities. Activities
usually means fun,” Goehner said. “We
have to worry about student life, we have
to worry about doing something fun that
breaks the stress.”
Pellett said that he respects the S&A
Committee’s decision to buy tickets for the
basketball tournament, noting that it’s indicative of the differing in philosophy between he and the S&A Committee.
“If students can’t be successful because
they don’t have a writing center, it’s the
university’s fault,” Goehner said.
Pellett said that he hopes to reconvene
with the S&A Committee and try to negotiate a deal that would end with the S&A
Committee providing some funds to the
Writing Center. But as it stands, the Writing Center will be visibly different next
year.
Pellett said that they’re currently trying
to ﬁgure out the future level of service, but
without the S&A Committee’s funding it
will see a decrease in the service it has provided the past few years.
“My goal is to make sure we do our
best to minimize the impacts that these
budget cuts are going to have,” Pellett said.
Pellett said that the reduction in funding would mean that some students working at the Writing Center would lose their
jobs.
Goehner’s counter to this is that it
would open the door to student entrepreneurs to open their own off-campus writing center-style service.
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I.C.E., I.C.E. Baby?
Regardless of your views on immigration,
there are better ways to make them heard
For around
a week now,
I’ve heard a lot
of talk around
campus about
the
“I.C.E.,
I.C.E. Baby”
event held last
Tuesday. My
ﬁrst thought:
“You have to be
kidding me.”
To protest is
one thing, but

BY ANTHONY JAMES

Editor-in-Chief

I’m not sure if the purpose was to “support the Immigration and Customs Enforcement ofﬁcers” or support the raids
last month in Ellensburg, when 30 Mexican nationals were arrested.
I’ll be ﬁrst to admit that I often have
conservative viewpoints, and I believe
that comprehensive immigration reform
should happen sooner rather than later.
But cheering the raids just seems tacky
and out-of-place.
Obviously, there’s a lot of controversy
on this issue, but for now, let’s assume that
Congress comes to a consensus about

VISUAL STIMULATION

ANTHONY JAMES

I’d be safe and warm
if I was in L.A
California Dreamin’
on such a winter’s day
- The Mama’s and the Papa’s “California
Dreamin’”

Dear Readers,
The Observer welcomes brief letters (300 words or less) from readers on current issues. Please
include your full name and university afﬁliation: year and major, degree and year graduated,
or staff position and department. To be printed in the following weekʼs issue, please e-mail your
letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m. Monday. The Observer reserves the right to
edit for style and length. Anonymous letters will not be considered.

About The Observer
Deadlines
Weekend sports information: Monday 5 p.m.
Letters to the editor: Sunday 5 p.m.

Entertainment, meetings, calendar events, display
ads, classified ads: Friday 5 p.m.

Sections

General/Editor-in-Chief: cwuobserver@
gmail.com
News: cwuobservernews@gmail.com

CWU, 400 E. University Way
Boullion Hall 222
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Scene: cwuobserverscene@gmail.com
Sports: cwuobserversports@gmail.com
Opinion: cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com

Contact Us
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509-963-1073
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United States immigraAssociated Press story
tion policy.
To protest is one noted the continuing
problem on
Immigration control
thing, but I’m not security
the Canadian border,
starts on the border.
sure if the purpose where people and drugs
If the job is done right
was to “support the cross freely with little
on the borders, there
wouldn’t be a need
Immigration and Cus- policing.
for federal agents, goalso worth noting
toms Enforcement thatIt’sprotestors
ing around towns in
outnumofficers” or support bered the event promotthe dark of night and
separating families that
the raids last month ers by at least two-tohave been in the United
in Ellensburg, when one.
States, albeit illegally, for
Instead of being ir50 Mexican nationals rational,
sometimes many years.
both sides,
were arrested.
Instead of dismanfrom those at Central to
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our lawmakers, should
children and placing the
have a facts-based deburden of raising them on others, take bate on the issue. If you think something
care of the so-called “immigration issue” is wrong in our society, back it up with
at the borders.
facts instead. It solves problems instead of
So much attention is paid to the south- just offending others.
ern border with Mexico, but a recent
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Letters to the Editor

I ﬁnd it very sad that Professor Pichardo is unable to engage his students
without swearing and shocking responses
from them. I would hope that an institution of higher learning would bring quality teaching faculty with high levels of
experience to share. I think it is degrading to the students and childish to think
one needs to use that type of conversation
to engage CWU students. Unfortunately,
those in his classes who do not condone

this type of language are probably silent;
not wanting to challenge him or go to his
department chair for fear of retribution.
As for the Observer staff, I do not appreciate having to be accosted with that
language in print. CWU has higher standards than this.

An article in last week’s Observer
hinted at some difﬁculties the organizers
of Freedom to Marry Week’s Thursday
debate experienced in bringing a formal
debate to campus. It was the unfortunate
case that many potential opponents to
same-sex marriage either refused to participate or reconsidered their initial commitments and backed out.
As a member of EQuAl, I am very
grateful to Michelle and Amanda Hunter,
the representatives of the anti same-sex
marriage perspective, for their exploits in
acquiring so much information in such a
short amount of time, and in presenting
it so professionally. They have a made a
great effort in educating a student body
that too frequently relies on accusations
of immorality or bigotry in order to defend their views on marriage. Indeed, I
deeply admire their commitment to intellectual debate and critical reasoning.
Unfortunately you wouldn’t know of
their achievement based off of last week’s
Observer article that covered the event. I

think it a shame that Michelle and Amanda’s efforts were so disregarded as to reduce their contribution down to misrepresentative quotes taken out of context. The
article painted the event as a stacked debate, disparaging the effort that went into
both side’s efforts to fully understand multiple disparate facets of a complex issue.
Rather than indicate the complexities of
the arguments or interview multiple parties, the article focused on the imagined
situation of gay rights supporters posing
some sort of physical danger to those who
did not support same sex marriage.
I would, in keeping with the spirit that
the event was based upon, like to encourage journalists for the Observer to champion their opinions and defend their beliefs, but that they would not insult the
efforts of Michelle and Amanda by using such lamentable and unprofessional
methods to do so.

I was recently in the library and have
noticed one major change that I feel to
be a complete waste of our tuition dollars. They claim we wanted a centralized
printer for the down stairs computers in
the library. Sounds like a great plan, I’ll
admit. However, when they put in a centralized printer they failed to mention
that we would now be paying someone
to stand there and take the printed documents from the printer to counter for pick
up. Is there any reason we couldn’t pick
up the papers off the printers ourselves
like we have in the past?
They also decided to now add a cover
page to our documents for privacy purposes. If I am printing something I don’t
want read by others, I should probably
be printing it at home. In addition we are
now wasting a perfectly good piece of pa-

per on privacy. The library has shown us
more than once the amount of unclaimed
papers printed in just the one lab. They
even set them all on a table right outside
for us all to see. If over printing and the
waste of paper was a problem then why
are they now wasting paper themselves?
As stated on the CWU President’s web
page, “Central Washington University’s
mission is to prepare students for responsible citizenship, responsible stewardship of
the earth, and enlightened and productive
lives.” How are wasting paper, money, energy and time setting a good example of
“responsible stewardship of the earth?”

Thanks for the wicked night on Feburary 18th. That was one hell of a kickoff. We saw 80-100 people out that night,
and all involved, from us, to Grants, to the
artist himself were truly blown away. Everybody was dancing, laughing, and having a great time. That was awesome. I
knew this little town could get down.

We aren’t stopping here, and have even
more on the way.
From all of us at BASSFACE, thank
you.

Marla Firman
CWU Class of ʻ84

Ben Sweeney
Senior Political Science major

Michelle Hunter
Senior Communication Studies and
Sociology major

Cameron Jessup
Junior Film and Video Studies Major

SCENE
Scene Editor
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Peace. Love. Vagina.
BY LINDSAY TROTT

Assistant Scene Editor

“I want to do a spit-ﬁre round of
a word that comes to mind when you
think of ‘vagina,’” said Meilani Bowman-Kamaha’o, director of “The Vagina Monologues”.
“Satisﬁed,” said one girl with a smirk
on her face. As they went around in a
circle all sorts of words were thrown
out. “Lonely.” “Confused.” “Sexy.”
Standing in front of an audience
while saying the word “vagina” and
speaking about experiences that women are so often taught to keep quiet
has proved to be a liberating experience for the actresses.
“I’m so excited to stand in front of
a packed crowd and scream ‘vagina
motherfuckers!’ and show that I am an
empowered woman and that it’s OK
to be one,” said Sacha Haia, senior sociology major.
Other actresses feared what the audience’s reactions might be like.
“In the beginning it was terrifying saying all of the words that we’re
taught not to say in front of faculty,
an audience, my parents,” said Alyssa
Caudill, junior elementary education
major.
Caudill found the women who
are the subjects of the “The Vagina
Monologues” as her source of courage
to perform because she wanted to be
the voice that tells their stories.
Some of the monologues are funny,
such as “My Angry Vagina,” which
talks about those awful yearly exams
and uncomfortable experiences that
every woman has to go through. Others, such as “Because He Liked To
Look At It” talk about how one person has the ability to change the image
that you hold of yourself for the better.
And then there are monologues that
make you thankful to be in a country
where women are allowed freedom,
such as “My Vagina Was My Village,”
which tells the stories of Bosnian
women refugees who were subjected
to rape camps.
“The Vagina Monologues” be-

gan as a play
of
collected
monologues
by
author
Eve Ensler
about the
experie n c e s
that women go
through
but
don’t often want
to talk about.
The
Monologues does in
fact talk about
vaginas,
but
they are about
much more than
that. In many cases
the monologues speak for
women whose stories exist only in
their heads.
Bowman-Kamaha’o
admits
that she was in fact the classic example of the type of woman that
“The Vagina Monologues” reaches out to.
“I was super uncomfortable
talking about vaginas. But after I
saw it, just sitting in the audience
it was so liberating,” she said. “I
thought to myself, I am not alone, I
am not a freak.”
Now she is proud to admit that
she can, “make the word ‘cunt’
sound like a musical orgasm.”
The Monologues have had a
profound effect on some, as the stories reached them
in a way
that nothing
has
been able to
before.
“In my line of work,
words like these are used as a weapon,” said Staci Sleigh-Layman director of the Ofﬁce of Equal Opportunity. “It is so much different to
say these words positively.”
“I bawled my eyes out the
ﬁrst time I read them,” said Stephanie Sype, V-Day campaign coordinator. “They don’t just brush the

surface.”
The last time there
was a performance
of “The Vagina
Monologues” at
Central was back
in 2005. The
perfor mances
left a lasting
impression on
those who saw
it, and served
as inspiration
to those who
wanted to perform this year.
“When
I
originally came
to Central, I
watched
my
friend perform
in “The Vagina
Monologues,”
and I always liked it,
but I never really had the
courage to try out before. But this time
I ﬁgured it would be my last chance so
I did it,” said Nicole Yarberry, family
studies grad student.
For Bianca Tahiri, freshman
fashion merchandising and business major, this has been a performance that she has wanted to get involved with since she was young.
“When I was 12 my mom did

“The Vagina Monologues” in Tacoma
but I was too young to go see it,” Tahiri said. “I did this so I could have this
bonding experience with my mom, we
are very close.”
While “The Vagina Monologues”
is certainly entertaining, it is the grand
ﬁnale to the bigger picture. Each performance raises awareness of the different types of violence that affect
women locally, nationally and globally.
Seventy percent of the proﬁts will
be donated to Abuse Support and
Prevention Education Now (ASPEN)
located in Ellensburg. Twenty percent
will be donated to the V-Day Campaign and the other 10 percent will
go towards putting on a future Vagina
Monologues performance at Central.
The V-Day Campaign sends at
least 10 percent of proﬁts of each and
every performance of “The Vagina
Monologues” to go to a place that is
in particular need of assistance. This
year it is going to the women of Haiti,
who have been affected by rape and
violence after the devastating earthquake.
“It’s funny, it’s fun, it’s educational
and it goes to a good cause,” said Bowman-Kamaha’o.
“The Vagina Monologues” will be
performed at Central on March 11, 12
and 13 in the SURC Theatre.

LINDSAY TROTT

V IS FOR VAGINA The cast of “The Vagina Monologues” make a “V” shape to
represent vaginas during a break from rehearsals.

LINDSAY TROTT

WITH PASSION NOW (Left) Ari de Robles, (Center) Alexa Hunt and (Right) Monique Parker rehearsing the monologue “They Beat the Boy out of my Girl or so they
tried” which is about the struggles and transitions the transgendered community go through, told through several voices.
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Trace Bundy back for
an encore performance
BY ALYSSA HAORD

Staff Reporter

Straight from the Triple Door in Seattle to the SURC theatre, Trace Bundy
graced us with his ﬁnger style guitar performance, as the ﬁnal stop of his nationwide tour. It was the fourth consecutive
year for Bundy to play here, as he has
grown a neat relationship with Central
and built a loyal fan base around the community.
Bundy’s independent label, Honest
Ninja Music, has sold over 59,000 copies
of his three albums. He has frequent soldout shows across the nation and around
the world, in over 16 countries. His YouTube videos have reached over 12 million
views. He is becoming more recognized
for his art by being named the “Most
Promising New Talent” and “Best Fingerstyle Guitarist” of 2008 by Acoustic Guitar Magazine, within the same year.
With all this talent, and now fame,
he has come far from his hometown of
Austin, Minn. At the age of 12 he began
teaching himself to play on a $10 guitar
that he and his brother helped pay for.
From his website Bundy says, “I
could never afford lessons so everything
I learned was on my own, learning other
people’s songs, making up my own stuff,
etc. I became very interested in why music
sounds good and why different notes and
chords seem to work together.”
He has deﬁnitely ﬁgured out working
sounds today. As anticipation built among
ticket holders waiting outside before the

show, I sought the opportunity to browse
the merchandise. Sitting there was Bundy’s sister in law, Jen Taylor, who hoped to
hear new songs and parts of her personal
favorite, and Bundy’s ﬁrst album “Adapt”.
“I prefer live shows because it’s amazing
experience to see one person making all
that sound,” Taylor said.
Bundy’s international travels have inﬂuenced him in his playing and seeps
through on his cover art and T-shirt designs. His “Missile Bell” album cover was
designed after a trip to Central America,
where they turned a missile into a bell as
a sign of peace and love to help during
a time of war in the Guatemalan village.
Entering the theater, my expectations
rose after hearing such hype about his
creative ideas. The stage was set with lit
candles, forming an intimate atmosphere.
Bundy came out with a warming thank
you and a charming smile in causal jeans
and graphic tee. He then explained the
ﬁrst song “Bristlecone,” which was requested by audience members in the hallway minutes before the show.
Right then I could hear the passion
through the notes as he was naturally hugging the guitar as if it was another extension to his body.
By using multiple capos, looping and
harmonics, he creates unforgettable classic sounds to his songs. He took us on an
adventure through the ages playing classical and original tracks all evening. It’s no
question why he is asked to return year after year. Bundy is gaining prominence he
creates an astounding live performance.

“It was Beauty that killed the Beast”
BY GIANCARLO GONZALEZ

Senior Scene Reporter

The seven teams of young student filmmakers gather at the lobby of the communication
department, upstairs in Bouillon Hall for the
start of the third annual nonstop 48 -Hour Film
Slam. Laughter and loud conversations echo
down the hallways. The anticipation builds as
friends talk among each other, hoping they’ll
get a genre they like.
Michael Ogden, communications professor, gets everyone’s attention with his booming voice. “The theme of the Film Slam, ‘It was
Beauty that Killed the Beast,’ must be used as a
line of dialogue in the film, word for word!”
Students respond out loud. “Hell yeah!”,
“Cool!”, “Dr. Ogden, does that line have to be in
English?”
He goes over the rules step by step. The key
moment however is in the lottery selection of
film genre for each team. Afterward, a character’s name is drawn which all teams must
incorporate into their film. The same goes for
that character’s occupation as well as a prop.
It’s “Cassandra” and she’s a store clerk and the
prop is a rake.
Zack Bennett, senior film production major,
and his team drew the horror genre. His initial
impression? “I’m kind of scared of it. No pun intended,” he said.
Nick Brown, senior film production major,

Best Director, Judges Award &
Best of Festival, Audience Award:

TRACE BUNDY Trace Bundy performing last year that the SURC. He also
performed last Saturday.
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Film and Video Studies’ 48-Hour Film Slam

“The Rakist”

BRIANAN STANLEY

SCENE

drew heist film. “We have a great group, I think
that we’re all going to put our brains together
and come up with something really awesome
and shoot something really awesome and
that’s all that really matters,” he sai d.
Kaitlin Larson, senior film production major,
and Jimmy Dean Candela, senior film production and philosophy major, last year’s winners
feel confident. “We won four out of the five
awards, so everyone’s out to get us!” Larson
said.
“Prime opponent!” Candela said.
The teams split off, four to five people to a
team. One team member must be a film and
video studies student and another a theater
major. The buzzing of anxious students begins
to die down as the seriousness of the task at
hand comes into focus.
The deadline was 5 p.m. Sunday but one of
the initial judges from Seattle wasn’t able to
make it over Snoqualmie Pass due to heavy
snowfall. The screening was at McConnell Auditorium, where the weary students found the
energy for that last push to find out how they
did in the competition.
Alyssa Lou Boekel, performance theater major, performed in the Film Slam for the first time
and loved it. “The craziest thing for me is a tie
between my friend, Kathryn Rose, our editor,
and I, attempting to stay awake the entire 48
hours and slowly losing our minds and doing

“The Calamity of Captain Striker”

Best Performances,
Audience Award:

our night shoot at People’s Pond in six degree
weather in a skirt,” Boekel said.
The moment arrived and the creativity, spontaneity and passion of 48 hours of hard work
came to life on the big screen. Maria Sanders,
film and video studies lecturer and one of the
judges for the Film Slam, is smiling from ear to
ear. She recognizes the work and knows that
this group of students has raised the bar for all
subsequent Film Slams.
The Best Director and Best of Show awards
go to Bennett and his team’s film “The Rakist.”
He thanked his entire team, recognizing their
effort and announces that with the prize money he’s just won, “the party’s on me!”
The excitement and happiness spills outside
of McConnell Hall into the cold night sky. On
the same night the Oscars were held, all of us
watching and experiencing the Film Slam were
winners.
Other films that did not win judge or audience awards were “Crossings” featuring Nick
Borwn, Jacob Chase, Tim Lucia, Austin Droguett
and Particks Polsin. “The Assignment” featuring Josh Perrault, Chris Thomas, Nick White,
Joel Hayer and Randy Wentworth. “B Street”
featuring Vivian Hoang, Seth Lonborg, Natalie
Copeland, Will McGuirk and Alex Tigerino.
The films will air on March 10 around midnight on ECTV, Charter Cable channel 2 and will
air every night for the next week.

“C Complex”

Best Technical,
Judges Award:

“Wasteland Warriors”

Best Script, Judges
Award:

Zachary Bennett, Haley
Kaitlin Larson, Jimmy-Dean Peet Montzingo, Lexi Brown, Sean McGehee, Michael BunLewis, McKennen Halberg,
Candella, Jeff Knight, Cole
Aston Ackley & Tara Ray ker, Paul Bugallo, Henry Van
Alyssa Boekel, Daniel Bostick
Franklin & James Bath
Leishout, Jacob Greer
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NEXUS brings world
class art to Central

GARDEN OF DELIGHTS Squire Broel, Garden of Delights, oil on canvas, 54” x
48”, 2006.
BY MARC TRATAR AND GIANCARLO
GONZALEZ

Staff Reporters

The Sarah Spurgeon Gallery is hosting an eclectic exhibition entitled “Nexus:
Work and Vision” organized by Squire
Broel, that shows some of the world class
work that has been produced at the Walla
Walla Foundry. Broel’s own work accompanies these heavyweights in the art world
and in a sense he is the link to these pieces
being here.
Viewers at the exhibit enjoyed “American Pastime #2,” a Terry Allen piece that
features a bronze bust of a man. The
piece challenges viewers seeing a man
sculpted in this form, such as a politician
or a war hero, and his face is looking inward while his hair is standing up and
his tie is askew, as if the person sculpted
is shocked by what they have discovered
about themselves.
The title also points to a shared cultural habit we have as Americans in our
day in age when we look back on ourselves almost to navel gazing fascination.
The green shine from the sculpture recalls
money and the overall balance and beauty of the piece contrasts with the shock of
the subject.
“The toils of life are rushing in on him
and he’s taking a break to look in on himself,” said Ross Quesnell, junior art teaching major.
A life size sculpture of a horse stands
between Hebeler Hall and Shaw-Smyser
Hall. It appears to be made of wood but
upon closer inspection, one sees that its
cast out of bronze and its patina makes it
look as if it’s made of wood.
The exhibit features a miniaturized
version of the Deborah Butterﬁeld sculpture that stands 23 inches tall. Butterﬁeld’s lifelong interest in horses and her
passion for detail are on display. Creating
a bronze sculpture that mimics wood is
no small feat and Broel recounts his work
with Butterﬁeld.

He agrees that the “trompe l’oeil” patina over the meticulous cast of nature is
pretty amazing, but in reality, that “\trick
on the eye” is only one small element of
her work. The grandness of her pieces is
revealed through an adept adaptation of
form and gestures. Broel sees her work as
“virtuous on every level.”
David Bates’ “Self Portrait” made a
huge impact on visitors. This oil on cast
aluminum painting is intriguing because
there are multiple images within the piece.
The painting is divided in half, one side
is the picture of a man and the other is a
ﬂower arraignment in a vase. The images
of two people sitting in the style of pharaohs of ancient Egypt are camouﬂaged
in the face and ﬂower arrangement and
are seen as you get closer.
“A picture within a picture,” said Lee
Durst, senior psychology major. “I like the
usage of paints and texture and how it
stands off the picture.”
Jim Dine’s work, “Two Venuses on a
Rock” is amazing and funny. The famed
ancient Greek “Venus de Milo” is the
inspiration for the piece except this contemporary version features two headless
statues standing side by side as if coming
off an assembly line and now waiting on a
rocky crag. The smoothness of the statues
contrasts with the rock they stand on and
the bronze ﬁnish is beautiful and elegant
showing off the well proportioned torsos.
Nancy Graves’ “1-12-94” is incredible and reﬂects the diversity of her interests and her technical prowess. The cast
bronze and glass piece recalls the movement in Duchamp’s “Nude Descending
a Staircase No.2”, the jaggedness of Boccioni’s “Unique Forms of Continuity in
Space,” and the organic shape of a ﬁsh.
This compelling piece stands as a testament to young artists in fusing their passions with their work.
The “NEXUS” exhibition is a must
see for any art lover and runs until March
18 at the Sarah Spurgeon Gallery in Randall Hall Room 117.
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Central alumn explore
the world on bikes
BY MADELYNN SHORTT

Staff Reporter

An average vacation for many Americans includes a fun hotel, a rental car and
at the bare minimum, a plan. For Kurt
McCanles, this description couldn’t be
further from what he experienced on his
110 day bicycle tour through Mexico,
Central and South America.
McCanles, a Central alumnus, presented a slideshow last Thursday to a crowded
room of students, some of whom sat on
the ﬂoor or tables due to the large turnout.
The PowerPoint presentation was full
of shaky videos highlighting different aspects of the trip: tiny back roads in Mexico, thunderstorms in El Salvador and
howler monkeys in Belize.
One of the ﬁrst things McCanles
pointed out about his adventure was that
he had a detailed plan, but by the second
day he had “thrown everything out.” This
set the tone for the spontaneous nature of
the rest of his journey.
Starting in Playa Del Carmen, Mexico,
McCanles, along with some friends from
the U.S. and others he would meet on the

way, bicycled, sailed and hitch-hiked their
way to South America.
McCanles described some of the hardships he and his cycling buddies experienced while on their trip, one of which
had to do with water. Humidity levels
reached 100 precent, said McCanles, so it
was important to stay hydrated.
“We had to run water through a shirt
to ﬁlter it of debris,” McCanles said. In
Central and South America “you have to
be careful what you drink.”
The humidity wasn’t the only issue that
proved to be troublesome for the cyclists.
McCanles discussed how they group had
to ride through hurricane Alex in the beginning stages of their adventure, with no
rain gear.
Darrell Kangiser, another cyclist on
the journey, suffers from diabetes which
required a few extra breaks, but pushed
on regardless.
A large aspect of McCanles journey
was ﬁnding a place to lay his head every
night, something that was never a guarantee.
“We tried to avoid touristy places to
kind of get a feel for how the people are
living,” McCanles said.

Because of this, McCanles and those said, who tried to do the same.
When things don’t go as planned, it can
he was cycling with slept in some unconventional places. “We got to a town and be enough to ruin a vacation. McCanles
we thought there was a hotel there but it feels that the best piece of advice for those
had closed down. We saw a guy riding his who may want to tackle the feat of bicycle
bike around and he spoke English and he touring in another country is not to plan
invited us to eat with him and spend the at all. “The best advice is to get only a
ﬂying-in ticket,” McCanles said.
night in his yard,” said McCanles.
After this experience, the group was no
longer concerned about staying in hotels
and welcomed the idea of staying in people’s homes they met on the way.
Readjusting lodging plans was one way
that helped to save money, which came in
hand towards the end of the trip.
“We started spending about $20 a
day in Mexico. We never paid more than
$10 a day per person for lodging. By
the time we got to Ecuador, we were
spending ﬁve dollars
a day per person,”
McCanles said
McCanles explained how he referred to memories
of his geography
professor, Morris
Eubelacker, when
things didn’t go as
planned. “Even if
he was really busy
and stressed he was
CLINT COBURN
kind of a hippie
at heart and let
things roll of his TWO WHEELER Kurt McCanles shown fixing a spoke on his
back,” McCanles wheel during his bicycle trip through Central and South America.

The librarian who wants students to love books, too
in a classroom, he still believes that he is
teaching.
“I’ve always thought of anyone who
For some, the library can be a scary comes to my counter as a potential person
place. Aisles and aisles of old smelly books to teach,” he said.
Streepy is teaching students how to
and four ﬂoors ﬁlled with thousands of research tools. A person can get lost in it all, better use their library. He does his best to
make certain that when
but John Streepy, media
is needed
circulation supervisor is
One of the sad- something
it is obtained. Chantle
there to help.
dest things is hear- Martinelli, senior, mu“We are informational professionals, we
ing a senior say that sic education said that
have the information
they have never been Streepy likes to make
and be happy.
and we know where we
in the library, that’s a jokes
“He’s not a Debbie
can ﬁnd it,” he said.
horrible thing.
Downer,”
Martinelli
Streepy
started
said.
working at the library
Freshman accountas a student in 1988. In
JOHN STREEPY
ing major, Kate Elknis
1997 he got hired on as
Media Specialist
likes working in the mea full time staff memdia center because she
ber. From there his job
can also do her homework while working.
evolved.
“There wasn’t really a light switch mo- She said Streepy is the best boss out of all
the bosses she has had.
ment,” he said.
“He has a sense of humor,” Elknis said
Streepy came to Central to be a
teacher. He received his BA and MA in “If you do something wrong he’ll yell at
history from Central. Although he is not you and then laugh it off.”

BY KELSEE DODSON - CARTER

Staff Reporter

“

“

The library has a
lot to offer
students.
It is more
than
just
books and a
quite place
to study.
“ O n e
of the saddest things
is hearing a
senior say
that
they
have never been in the library, that’s a
horrible thing,” Streepy said.
Students have access to the DVD
and VHS collection. Currently there are
1,800 DVD’s and 4,000 VHS. They are
available for a three day check out and
its free. Digital cameras are also available
and for two days at a time. There are 11
ﬂip style cameras and six mini palm corders. Laptops are also available but only for
a two hour check out. Currently there are
36 laptops. They are Macs that also have

Windows.
“We’re got so much stuff and its all
here for use,” Streepy said.
He wants students to know that the library is not just a place to study. It is a
place to ask question and a place to get
help.
“We want to help students,” Streepy
said.
For Streepy the best part of his job is
having access to some really great media
and being able to share it with others. He
loves talking to someone over the counter
about how great a documentary is. He
loves showing professors how neat it is to
use a documentary or feature ﬁlm in their
classrooms and how to use a feature ﬁlm
to demonstrate points. He loves getting
people to think outside the box. He knows
that they may not use what he showed
them but they are still thinking outside the
box.
“That’s where real learning occurs,”
he said.

Biology club helps community,
jumpstarts careers
BY CHRIS CHRISTENSEN

Staff Reporter

There are many clubs on campus that
enjoy helping out around the community
and the Biology Club is one of them.
The purpose of the Biology Club is
to serve the community while being active in biologically related activities. The
club creates a liaison between Central
students and jobs, scholarships, networking and research position opportunities.
The club also participates in volunteering, fundraising and educational events
throughout the year.
“So far this year we have participated
in science related activities held on campus like Boo Central, Darwin Day and
Nature of the Night,” said Ashley Tenney,
club treasurer. They “were both open to

the public and we had a booth teaching
kids and whoever wanted to listen a little
bit about biology and animals.”
In Darwin Day, members showed a
presentation of Darwin’s life through
the perspective of Darwin’s wife, Emma.
The club also sold Darwin Day T-shirts
for $15 per shirt.
Club members have talked about going on hikes and nature walks, snowshoeing and other activities to help learn more
about ecology and biology while having
fun at the same time.
The club had the opportunity to participate in Thorp School’s Science Night
on Feb. 24. “The purpose of this event
[is] to educate and excite children about
biology,” Powell said.
The club will be celebrating the end
of the winter quarter by going bowling.
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New genre of gaming brings old
and new together
Retro gaming takes the user back to the good old days
With a ﬁstfuls of quarters,
sneakers squeaking
across
the
laminate ﬂoor
towards a big
brown
box
with buttons,
joysticks and
a screen ﬁlled
with crudely
drawn images BY BRYAN EATON
and
sprites. Staff Reporter
While the arcade hasn’t even been a major part of children’s lives for over 20 years, the games it
brought carried over into the next incarnation: the home console system. Graphics didn’t change, gameplay didn’t change,
but where you played games did.

The NES, the Sega Genesis, Super
Nintendo and the Sega Saturn; four consoles that deﬁned over 15 years of gaming
have continued to live on into this era of
gaming loaded with 3-D graphics, gore
and orchestral soundtracks. Retro gaming
has kept classics like “Super Mario Bros.,”
“Tetris,” “Super Metroid,” “Sonic” and
“Mortal Kombat” still popular against
games like “Halo,” “Madden” and “Call
of Duty.”
The closest analogy to playing a retro
game is watching a classic movie. IGN
Entertainment once called “Super Metroid” the “Citizen Kane” of gaming and
it’s not far from true. The original “Super
Mario Bros.” can be just as easily compared to “It’s a Wonderful “Life while
“Call of Duty” is “Saving Private Ryan.”
Both movies are still watched, but are the
representation of two different times. The

Central’s talent, shows
Last Friday brought new talent to the stage
BY CORINNE CARD

Staff Reporter

The crowd went crazy with excitement last Friday night when an audience
member came up to the stage with ﬁsts
full of what seemed to be cash to stuff
into the shirt of Kisses Montclaire while
she danced a booty poppin’ dance to the
song “Drop It Low” by Ester Dean. McConnell Auditorium was packed full of
a loud and very involved audience for
Showtime at the McConnell, the Black
Student Union (BSU) talent show.
There was a great diversity of acts
that ranged from hip-hop dancing, Michael Jackson singing, swing dancing,
to tribal dancing with Haka Men, hula
dancing and spoken word, not to mention the drag queen performance.
Contestants had 30 seconds to wow

the audience with their talent, or risk being booed off the stage. If someone was
booed off the stage, they would be swept
away by a mop broom being pushed by a
man with suspenders and shorts.
One memorable performance that
was sent to the ﬁnals was Jordan Chaney
who recited love in spoken word form.
When he said the words: “I would harvest every star in the galaxy for her if I
could,” the crowd went wild and cheered
him on enthusiastically.
Another ﬁnalist group was a swing
dancing couple—the Swing Cats. The
audience clapped their hands in time to
the music, seeming to enjoy the performance, but when thirty seconds came,
they started to boo. The mop came out
and was about to sweep the swingin’ couple away, but they saved themselves at the
last minute with an acrobatic lift that sent

same thing applies in gaming. What you
won’t see in a movie theater is someone
making a movie in the same style as “It’s a
Wonderful Life.”
What makes these styles of games popular years or decades after their release
is the various replay values of the game.
“Metroid” gives better endings the faster
and better you beat the game. Getting as
many lines as possible has kept “Tetris”
popular for nearly 30 years and there is
a world record for whoever can beat “Super Mario Bros.” as quickly as possible. In
addition, many of these games are much
harder than many modern games. The
term for this is called Nintendo Hard. The
insane difﬁculty of these games is derived
from the dangerous level designs, constant
enemies and bulky controls made beating
these games hard. How many readers out
there even reached Bowser in world eight
the audience cheering and clapping.
Trevor Williams junior musical theater major, commented on his swing performance after the show, “I feel like we
could’ve done better, but it was still a lot
of fun.”
In between performances, the MC
Isaiah Anderson from Seattle would
throw out trivia questions for prizes.
Questions like “who’s the father of black
history month?” Answer: Carter G.
Woodson.
There were lots of ﬁnalists and every
performer that night had talent. Kisses
Montclaire and her drag performance
was the night’s winner.
Kisses had quite the outﬁt; black booty shorts, turquoise tights, maroon hair
and a leopard print top. With a chair as a
prop, Kisses Montclaire danced her heart
out and ended up winning the $450 prize
for ﬁrst place (as well as a little extra from
the audience).
“I’m ecstatic,” Kisses Montclaire said.
“I never thought in a million years I
would win. I’m still shaking!”
As a kid, Kisses Montclaire watched
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on the NES? It’s a bragging right reward
and a well deserved one.
A new genre called Modern Retro
has brought the old style of games back
into the mainstream. A very popular
game in this genre is “Cave Story” which
was made with 8-bit (NES-era) graphics
and music. In addition, 8-bit and 16-bit
(SNES-era) music has become its own
genre called chiptunes that has developed
a slowly growing fanbase. Some developers haven’t missed the rising popularity
of retro gaming, and the release of “New
Super Mario Bros.,” “Kirby’s Epic Yarn”
and “Donkey Country Returns” are proof
that older-style games can be made using
modern techniques and still sell as well as
any ﬁrst person shooter with state of the
art graphics.
In the end, retro gaming has succeeded through the use of nostalgia, insane
level design and memorable experiences.
Most people can hum the Mario Bros.
theme, but how many can do the same for
“Halo?” Anybody can headshot someone
on “Call of Duty” with enough practice,
yet how many people beat the original
“Metroid?” “Soul Caliber” and “Dead or
Alive’s” ﬁghting mechanics are, at their
core, no different than what “Mortal
Kombat” created in the early 90’s. Retro
gaming takes us to the core of playing
video games, just like an arcade in 1983.
Showtime at the Apollo and thought
“why not do it at McConnell?” The BSU
and friends also encouraged her to perform.
At ﬁrst, Kisses Montclaire had cold
feet and was too nervous to perform. After some thought, Kisses Montclaire decided to come back to the show and she
is so glad she did.
She would love to continue dancing
and is planning in participating in the
junior drag show at the end of the year.
Coordinators Chelnesha Thuring and
Travonn Thomas, both sophomores sociology majors, were thrilled with how
the night went. It took about $1800 and
a lot of volunteer work to put on the
event. They did most of their fundraising
by making and selling soul food dinners
to students and staff.
“Last year there wasn’t acceptance
of the drag performance and to have a
drag performer win, it really shows acceptance of diversity on campus.” Thuring said.
Diversity was an intended theme that
carried through the night.

ALL PHOTOS BY JESSICA MASSART

A TALENTED GROUP OF PEOPLE (L to R) Olivia breaks down, The Haka men put on a good performance, Kisses Monteclaire won the contest with the most
cheers and applause from the crowd, Jordan Chaney doing spoken word, Austin Gillespie sings on his guitar and EmBraSa brings a little of Hawaii.
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WAITING FOR
SUPERMAN, A
DOCUMENTARY
SURC THEATRE
6:30 PM
FREE

STUFF WHITE PEOPLE
LIKE
SURC BALLROOM
7 PM
FREE

MARCH 4
STILL LIFE WITH IRIS
MILO SMITH TOWER
THEATRE
7:30 PM
$5 STUDENTS
$10 GENERAL
$8 SENIORS

MARCH 8

MARCH 8

SINGER AND
MARDI GRAS
HOLMS DINING ROOM SONGWRITER: NICK
4:30 PM
HOWARD
$11.65 CASH PRICE
SURC PIT
(REG. MEAL PLAN
7 PM
PRICES APPLY)
FREE
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Wildcats swat
Yellowjackets in
quarterfinals of
GNAC Tournament

SPORTS
Sports Editor

Kevin Proctor cwuobserversports@gmail.com

SO FAR, SO GOOD
this Friday at 5 p.m.
“We need to win this tournament to
host this regional tournament,” Berry
said. “That is what is most important
to us.”
Northwest Nazrene is currently
coming off a seven-game win streak,
recently beating Western Washington
University in the quarterfinals with a
score of 77-75.

Central 79 -- Billings 59

Sparling named GNAC
Co-Coach of the Year

BY BRYCE HJALSETH

Sports Reporter

The Central Washington men’s
basketball team came away with a
convincing win over the Montana
State University Billings (MSUB) Yellowjackets in the quarterfinals of the
Great Northwest Athletic Conference
(GNAC) tournament.
Central entered the tournament holding the top seed, with MSUB was seeded eighth. The Wildcats finished the
season with an overall record of 24-3
while MSUB finished with an overall
record of 8-17. Sixteen of those wins
for the Wildcats came against GNAC
opponents while the Yellowjackets had
only six wins within the division.
Despite some missed opportunities
on offense, the Wildcats entered halftime with a 39-24 lead. During the
first half, Central led the Yellowjackets
by as many as 17 points, outshooting
them 53.8 percent to 30 percent from
the field.
“I thought defensively, that set the
whole tempo of the game, guys flew
around and made things happen,” said
head coach Greg Sparling. “If we play
like that, sky’s the limit.”
In the second half, MSUB was able
to cut the Wildcat’s lead to 10 points
just five minutes into play. From that
point on, the Wildcats were relentless
on putting them away.
With just under five minutes left
in the game, the Wildcats gained a
29-point lead. Central was able to put
some of their younger players in for
the remainder of the game, including freshman guard Phillip Lieser and
freshman guard/forward Taylor Dunn.
The game ended with a final score of
79-59.
“We subbed pretty early, we were
wanting to rest some guys,” Sparling
said. “It’s three games in five days; we
are taking it one at a time.”
The Wildcats were able to score 34
points off the bench.
Senior guard/forward Jamar Berry
had a game-high 19 points, as he was
one of four Wildcats to reach double-digits. Senior center Coby Gibler
scored 12 points with a team-high 7
rebounds.
Junior forward Jody Johnson scored
11 points on the night. Senior guard
Drew Harris wrapped up the top four
scoring leaders for the Wildcats with 10
points.
“We executed what the coaches
wanted us to execute this week,” said
senior guard Humberto Perez who had
8 points and a team-high 7 rebounds.
“He wanted us play 40 minutes of defense. This was one of our best defensive games all year.”
Central also made all of their shots
from the free-throw line, going 19 for
19 on the night.
“This is exactly what we wanted to
do,” Berry said. “We feel like we can’t
be beat as long as we play defense and
fly around.”
Central advanced to the semi-finals
scheduled for Wednesday at 7 p.m.
against fifth-seeded Northwest Nazarene. If the Wildcats win, they will host
the GNAC tournament championship

In his 16th season as head coach
of the Central men’s basketball team,
Greg Sparling has been named the
Great Northwest
Athletic Conference Co-Coach of
the Year.
The
Wildcats
finished the regular season with a
22-3 overall record, and 15-2 in
conference
play.
Head Coach It
is the best reGreg Sparling cord that the men’s
team has finished with, since the 1970
campaign. Sparling has a career record
of 277-170 in his time at Central.

Sprinker breaks school
record for career blocks
In his third season in a Central uniform, senior center Chris Sprinker has
set the all-time record for most career rejections in CWU history. Sprinker got his
129th block last week against St. Martin’s
University in the first half.
The previous record was set by Otto
Pijpker 18 years ago with 128 blocks.
Sprinker now has 132 total blocks,
with the GNAC tournament still to be
played. Sprinker earned GNAC Player
of the Week honors twice this season.
He is averaging 2.0 blocks per game.

Berry named GNAC
Newcomer of the Year

JOEY LEBEAU

FIRST PLAYOFF WIN (above) Senior point guard Drew Harris attacks the rim
against MSU Billings. (below) The Central team celebrates their first playoff win after
defeating the Yellowjackets 79 -59 in the quarterfinals.

Senior forward
Jamar Berry has
been named the
GNAC Newcomer
of the Year. Berry
leads Central in
scoring at 17.1
points per game
and shooting 52
percent from the
#1 Jamar
floor. Berry was
Berry
also in the running for conference Player of the Year,
but was just edged out by St. Martin’s
Blake Poole.

JOEY LEBEAU
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Standing Tall

And Talented

BY CAMBREE BENETUA

Sr. Sports Reporter

You can see Chris Sprinker from a
mile away, not only because of his obvious height and size but also for his
outstanding accomplishments and his
smile that radiates for miles.
As a departing senior, he will forever
be remembered in Wildcat history for
breaking the 18-year old record for alltime blocked shots.
Just a week ago, he needed just one
more block to tie Otto Pijpker’s career
record of 128 blocked shots. By the
end of the night he had not only tied,
but broken the record with 132 blocks,
setting the bar high for the next record
breaking hopeful.
“It was my top moment in basketball,
period. I’ve never broken a school record before and the feeling was amazing,” Sprinker said.
Basketball is only one aspect to Chris
Sprinker; off the court, once you get past
his shy demeanor, his charismatic personality touches everyone around him.
He has played basketball recreationally his whole life, starting off young
and fresh in the third grade as most
college athletes do. It wasn’t until about
seventh grade that Sprinker wanted to
play competitively. He learned quickly
that even the great have to start somewhere when he was cut from his seventh
grade middle school team.
“That year is what made me want to
play and be good at it,” Sprinker said.
“My eighth grade year I only scored 2
points and I was a little embarrassed so
I worked hard that whole summer and
ended up getting most improved player
and now I’m here.”
The team he played with at Curtis
High School was number one in the
state his senior year, but playing in high
school was just his ticket to college and
now a glimmer in the past when it comes
to what Sprinker has accomplished.
After graduating, he went to Eastern
Washington University where a mixture of coaches and mentors leaving,
as well as five other players transferring
led him back to Tacoma Community
College for a year.
In 2008 he came to Central to be
with former coaches and players who
had also transferred here.
“I always had that connection with
my coaches and friends who ended up

NATE WALLEN
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#5 CHRIS SPRINKER - CAREER STATS
Position: Center
Height: 6-9
Weight: 230
Hometown:
Tacoma, WA

Points: 871
Blocks: 132
Rebounds: 415 FG: 53.7%
-Holds school record for most career
shot blocks
- Two-time GNAC Player of the Week

JOEY LEBEAU

JOEY LEBEAU

BLOCK PARTY Senior center Chris Sprinker broke Central’s school record for most
career blocks last week against St. Martin’s University.

at Central,” Sprinker said. “But I had a
little bit of hesitation coming here my
first year because Eastern was a Division-I and coming to Central as a Division-II, I didn’t know what to expect.”
Though he was hesitant, he doesn’t
regret his decision.
“Everyday I’m here reminds me that
I made the right choice because of the
relationship with my coaches, the relationship with my teammates and the
love from the fans, the student support
its wonderful,” Sprinker said.
When you take away his uniform, put
down the ball and get past his height,
Chris Sprinker is made up of many
parts that doesn’t involve hardwood or
bleachers.
“I’m a quiet guy off the court unless
I’m around my friends that’s when I get
to be goofy. I’m not very outgoing but
I’m a really friendly guy, the farthest
thing from a troublemaker that you can
get.”
Growing up he was faced with a large
obstacle that most people don’t have to
go through that shaped him into the
man he is today; his mother had a very
big part in that.
“The thing that sticks out glaringly

and really made me who I am today
was when I was in the fourth grade, my
mom was diagnosed with breast cancer,” Sprinker said. “I went through that
whole ordeal with her so it was tough.
Growing up I lived in a single parent
household, before that happened my
mom and I kind of had a troubled relationship, but after going through all that
it just brought us closer and gave us the
relationship we have today.”
The obstacles he’s had to overcome
along with his parents support have
inspired him so much that he has tattoos to commemorate them and remind
himself of how far he has come. His tattoos include bible scriptures and powerful words like “loyalty”.
“I have six tattoos, two on each of my
wrists that are my mom’s and dad’s initials, on my right arm I have a scripture
with Proverbs 29:23 that says ‘A man’s
pride brings him low, but the humble
spirit will obtain honor’ which is something just to remind me to stay humble
and pushes me and reminds me not take
advantage of what I have,” Sprinker
said. “I also have a tattoo on my arm of
Jesus’ hands with a nail through it that
says ‘his pain my gain.’”

Standing at 6-foot-9 decorated with
tattoos, it’s hard to miss him anywhere
around campus but Sprinker doesn’t exactly enjoy all the attention his height
gives him.
“Say I go to a mall, I can tell out of
the corner of my eyes people turning
around and looking at me and whispering about how tall I am like I can’t hear
them,” Sprinker said. “It’s turned into a
game to count how many people I can
catch.”
But there is a funny aspect to his height
that you would have never guessed.
“People think it’s funny that I’m
scared of heights even though I’m so
tall and that I’ve always wanted to go
skydiving,” Sprinker said. “It’s weird I
know.”
Coming to the end of his senior year
as a student and post season in his last
year as a Wildcat basketball player,
Sprinker hopes his natural talent will
not be last seen on the court in Nicholson Pavilion.
“After the season is over I hope I can
get some tryouts in and continue to play.
It’s something that I’ve always had in
mind and hopefully I’ll actually have the
opportunity to do that,” Sprinker said.
“I have a lot of friends who play overseas in Australia, Germany, Japan and
all over the world and you might not get
paid as much there but hey you’re still
getting paid to play basketball.”
Basketball isn’t the only thing in his
future; he will be leaving Central with
a bachelor’s degree in sociology, which
he plans to use to help youth and the
community.
“I hope to have family and a career
using my degree if I’m not playing basketball,” Sprinker said. “Both my mom
and dad worked at juvenile detention
centers so I kind of want to do something like that and help and work with
kids that need help to be led in the right
direction. I’ve always enjoyed working
with the community.”
It’s no surprise to anyone that Chris
Sprinker can be successful in every aspect of his life. You can see that on and
off the court.
Behind his height and record breaking performances, he is just a shy, goofy
guy with the same aspirations as most
college students. If you really want to
get to know him, bribe him with the
movie “Ray” and some Hot Tamales.
That will do the trick!

NATE WALLEN
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Too little too late

Ladies mount
furious second
half comeback,
come up short
BY ADRIANA ZAZULA

Sports Reporter

Although this may not have been
their strongest season, the Central
women’s basketball team put out
a valiant effort for their last night
on the court against Saint Martin’s
University (SMU) on Feb. 24. The
team wrapped up their 2010-11
season with a 7-18 record overall
and 2-16 in the Great Northwest
Athletic Conference (GNAC).
The Wildcats started the game
off with a quick lead, but were unable to keep that momentum for
very long. Soon SMU had passed
the Wildcats on the scoreboard by
double digits points.
Sophomore forward/center Stacy Albrecht had another stand out
performance, finishing her season
with more career bests. Albrecht played more than half of the
game and had a personal best in
shooting, making 7 of her 11 shots
taken.
Nine members of Central’s team
stepped on the court and made at
least 2 points for the team, but that
was still not enough to stop the
Saints from their hold on the lead.
The Wildcat women ended their
final game of the season with a
score of 74-67.
For seniors point guard Luv Rattler and center/forward Aleyse
Evans, this was their last night to

play with Wildcat pride. Rattler
took this opportunity and made it
count by scoring a total of points
for the team. She had a personal
best including going 3-4 from beyond the arc.
“[The game] started off very
slow but picked up by the end,”
Rattler said. “It was a lot of fun
and was one of our biggest fights
for a comeback this season. I mean,
of course as a senior I wished we
would have ended on a win but I’ll
take one heck of a fight as a team.
That was a great feeling.”
Both Rattler and Evans transferred to Central this season to
wear a Central jersey. The
team made a
positive lasting
impression, and Rattler made that
clear.
“One thing
I enjoyed this
season was get#22 Luv
ting to know
all my teamRattler
mates
and
making all the memories we have
made this season,” Rattler said.
“This season I learned that sometimes you just need to live in the
moment and enjoy the ride as you
take it whether it is good or bad.”
This mentality shows that the
ladies team was not disheartened
by the outcome of the season, but
reveled in the fact that they got to
play the game they love in front of
supportive family and friends.
Although this season’s ended in
a bittersweet fashion, head coach
Jeff Whitney knows his rebuild
will payoff in the next few years.

JEFF BAYLEY

LATE SURGE Junior Sophie Russell drains a 3-pointer over a defender. Central rallied back
from a 19-point deficit before falling to St. Martin’s 74-67 in Central’s last game of the 2010-11
season.

Three CWU climbers reach finals

CWU Climbing
Club places at
Oregon State
competition
BY MACKENZIE NICHOLS

Sports Reporter

Two nights at a climber’s
house, lots of spaghetti, more
than 15 hours of driving including a return trip through
a snowstorm and you have one
great weekend for seven Central climbers who competed
this past weekend at Oregon
State University (OSU).
Vert Fest, part of the collegiate climbing competition,
was the forth competition for
the climbers and the farthest
away as well. However, the
team didn’t let distance get
in the way of some quality
climbing.
Heading out late Friday
night, the team stopped in at a
climber’s house to get a nights
rest before hitting the road
early on Saturday to make it
to Corvallis before noon.
OSU surprised the team
with a two-week-old wall that
included a bouldering area
and top-rope area complete

with a crack system to climb.
The wall presented an array
of problems from 20 to 1500
points with beginner to advanced categories for men and
women. However, many of
the routes felt awkward while
climbing and didn’t have flow.
“The wall was really cool,”
said climber Brenden Henesey. “OSU has a great facility.
The route setting was awkward due to inexperienced
setters and I could definitely
feel that in the routes.”
Others had success on the
routes.
“The climbing was sick,
even if some of the problems
were wack, I think we just
didn’t have enough time to
find the ones that we would
have really liked,” said climber Andy Lockey. “My biggest
success was getting so psyched
I started to bleed psychness.”
Three of Central climbers were able to make it into
finals including Lockey and
Damien Duringer for men’s
intermediate and Brian Adams for men’s advanced.
Finals consisted of two
problems, which are sequences
of moves that lead the climber
to the top of a boulder. Both
male and female finalists in
intermediate and advanced
categories climbed the prob-

lems. One problem consisted
of moves dependent on technique while the other problem concentrated on dynamic
moves based off strength. As
each climber advanced within the problem, the problem
would increase in difficulty.
“I was a little disappointed
that they had the intermediate climbers climb the same
routes as the advanced guys,”
Adams said, “It seems a little
unfair and a big psych killer
to not be able to finish the
route because the end is three
grades harder than you have
ever climbed.”
Adams finished first in
men’s advanced and Lockey
finished with a first in men’s
intermediate with Duringer
close behind with a third in
intermediate.
Central climbers showed
determination with Adams
competing while being ill
and Brent Ranniger competing while being injured. “I’m
hurt so I need to work on not
climbing,” Ranniger said,
who has trouble staying away
from climbing.
“Overall it was a great
weekend with OK climbing,
lots of pit stops and McDonalds Shamrock Smoothies,
which don’t come around often,” Henesey said.

COLIN SNOW

WALL CLIMBER Sophomore Brent Ranniger scales a climbing
wall in a competition at Oregon State University.

Climber Jesse Pierson was
disappointed overall with the
competition, but was still able
to enjoy his time.
“The comp itself was truly
pretty lame,” Pierson said.

“But the great part about it is
that all of the climbers maintained a great attitude about
it so that we could all enjoy
the friendly competition that
we have with one another.”
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Community 5K run brings local runners together
BY KATHARINE LOTZE

Photo Editor

The door opens with a “ding!”
Another runner with a reflective
vest and ear warmers walks into
Mountain High Sports. Everyone
else is already here; their elbows
rest on racks of waterproof winter
coats and snow pants, and everyone seems concerned with Robert
Pritchett’s rather light clothing.
“Do you want a jacket?” someone
asks, as another starts removing his
neon yellow jacket. Pritchett, an assistant professor of exercise science
at CWU, takes the thin nylon jacket,
as the jacket’s owner warns him that
it might be a little big. At 5:29 p.m.,
everyone filters through the door
and into the middle of 4th Avenue.
“A quick reminder!” shouts Kelly
Pritchett, Robert’s wife. “When you
get the cards at the end, remember to please give them back!” The
runners, around 20 of them, ready
themselves beneath the darkening
sky--checking watches, adjusting
beanie hats and tightening shoelaces. Kelly’s thumb hovers over the
‘start’ button as everyone falls silent.
“Get set…go!” she says, and the
race begins.
Community members gather in
front of Mountain High Sports every Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. to run a
timed 5 kilometers, a distance equal
to 3.1 miles. Robert Pritchett organized the weekly Community 5k
last November to promote physical
activity in Ellensburg. Anyone is invited to participate, including walk-

ers and leashed dogs. The course
through downtown is the same each
week, starting and ending at Mountain High Sports on 4th Avenue.
Headlights roll down Main Street
as a runner appears. He’s impossible
to miss: it’s Robert in the neon jacket
and runner’s length shorts. He opts
to run in the street, sandwiched between parked cars and moving ones.
He waves at someone in a white
SUV and continues up the street.
Robert crosses the finish line
back in front of the store, but a
short boy with shaggy brown hair
and long blue shorts has already
beaten him to it. Jeffery Ott, junior
at Ellensburg High School, crossed
the finish line in 15:56—his fastest
time yet. Ott was named Central
Washington Athletic Conference’s
(CWAC) Boy’s Runner of the Year
last fall for cross-country. He took
11th place at the 2A state meet in
Pasco with a time of 16:10.
More runners come into view
and use their last reserves of energy to conquer the finish line. Kelly
records their times on a clipboard
supported by her free hand and the
top of her pregnant belly. Robert
passes out small white numbered
cards, which are used to keep track
of the order the runners finish, as
well as the prize drawing at the end
of the run. Today’s prize is a teeshirt from the Ellensburg Endurance Club, a relic left over from an
event in 2008.
“Everyone’s getting faster,” Robert says to Ott, as they both watch
another runner cross the finish line.

“And you’ve got long shorts on!”
Robert says as he gestures to Ott’s
basketball-style shorts. “If you
turned into a real runner, you’d be
even faster!” Ott just smiles and
shakes his head.
The last runner is making her
way down the final stretch and the
crowd cheers her on as she finishes.
“31:29!” Kelly calls out.
“What Kelly? Are you sure?
That’s 5 minutes faster!” says the
woman between breaths. Kelly
apologizes and says her stopwatch
stopped at the previous runner, and
holds her hand up to check her
wristwatch. She checks the clipboard, and writes down what both
women estimate to be Jackie’s actual time, around 36 minutes.
A few runners wave goodbye and
head back down the street, while
the rest of the group gathers near
the doorway of Mountain High
Sports. Robert is carrying a small
plastic container and asks everyone
to put their cards in.
“Sorry, there are no beer coupons tonight, that’s my fault,” he
announces. He is met with a unanimous sigh as cards drop into the
container. Most nights, participants
receive coupons donated by Iron
Horse Brewery for 50 percent off
a beer.
Kelly draws out of the container
and announces the number 18. On
the far side of the circle, a girl in
black leggings and long dark hair
calls out in excitement.
“Lila! You always win!” Robert 5K RUN This map shows the route that the community
says as the girl collects her tee-shirt. runners run every Wednesday evening.

CAMPUS ACTIVITIES PRESENTS...

Christian
Lander!
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www.stuffwhitepeoplelike.com

STUFF WHITE
PEOPLE LIKE.
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Free Admission!
Sponsored by Campus Activities
AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. Persons of disability may make arrangements for reasonable
accommodation by calling Campus Activities at 509-963-1691 or by e-mailing CDSrecept@cwu.edu.

